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MAEGAEET OF ANJOU,

QUEEN CONSORT OF HENRY VI.

MABGrABET was the youngest daughter of Bene, surnamed
the Good, king of many kingdoms and owner of none, son
of Louis IL, titular long of Naples, Sicily, and Jerusalem, sove-
reign count of Provence, Anjou, and Maine. Her mother was
Isabella, claimant of the duchy of Lorraine. Margaret was born
at the castle of Pont-a-Mousson, March 20, 1428, and baptized
under the crucifix at Toul cathedral, near Nanci, the capital of
High Lorraine. Bene had been valiant and faithful as the soldier
of his unfortunate sovereigns Charles YI. and Til., and had
fought bravely through the disastrous battles won by Henry Y.,
but he preferred peace. He was the best musician and poet of that
day, and his chansons are still sung by his native Provencals.
After her baptism Bene gave Margaret to the arms of Theo-
phanie, his nurse, who had reared himself and his beloved sister,
Marie of Anjou, the queen of Charles YII.

Heniy YI. was twenty-four and unmarried; his countiy was im-
poverished by thirty years' war, which commenced before he was
bora. All classes desired peace but the nobles and men-at-arms,
enriched by the plunder of Prance. Suffolk, the statesman-warrior,
who had grown grey in the Prench contest and in the cabinet
of the prime minister and cardinal Beaufort, turned the king's
fancy in favour of Margaret of Anjou, by her portrait, which
was far more beautiful than any of those wliich the duke of
Gloucester, the king's uncle, displayed. Suffolk, after a long
negotiation, was sent to espouse Margaret of Anjou for the king.
He was accompanied by his accomplished countess, the grand-
daughter of Chaucer.

Margaret had for the last few years been sojourning at Naples
with her brother and sister, of which very unstable realm her
father called himself king, and for some years he kept posses-
sion of the city and palace Joanna II. left to^him "by her will in
1434 Although all was lost in his contest with Alphonso of
Arragon, his children had the advantage of being educated in al]